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DIABETES INSIPIDUS - Information for owners.
Diabetes Insipidus (DI) is a rare disorder, which causes cats to drink excessively, as they are always thirsty. This is due to them lacking the Anti Diuretic Hormone (ADH), which controls the thirst drive. 
It is NOT related to the form of Diabetes that needs insulin.
Kidney scans can sometimes show if it is caused by an adrenal gland issue (these sit next to the kidneys and produce ADH). The other cause of this disorder is Central DI- where the cats brain hasn’t fully developed in the area that produces ADH, so they are born this way and show symptoms at a young age.
Thankfully, excessive thirst and symptoms related to it, like dehydration or excessive urination, can be controlled or even reduced, with the help of medication.
Desmopressin (a synthetic form of ADH) eye drops are given for the rest of the cat’s life. It is given this way, as it is absorbed much easier via the eye (otherwise it would be a spray up the nose!!) 
Affected cats still need access to water at all times; At least 2 large bowls and maybe a water fountain, specifically for pets, should be available. Keep these topped up full to ensure they don’t become dehydrated.
 We would also recommend feeding wet food only, due to its higher moisture content. 
Having extra litter trays around is a good idea.
Check-ups and medication, related to DI, are all covered by us, through the part-foster scheme.
6 monthly vet checks are required or sooner if any worries or they seem unwell (for example, vomiting/diarrhoea and /or going off his food, or even more increased thirst/urination)
Any further questions, please do ask the animal care team, or contact us.
Being or previously been treated for this condition may or may not affect your pet insurance.  The rescue centre is not able to be responsible for what pet insurance companies will cover.
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