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FELINE CORONAVIRUS - Information for owners.

Feline coronavirus (FCoV) is a virus carried in the faeces of many healthy cats, and most owners will be unaware of it. FCoV is very contagious and nearly every cat that encounters the virus will become infected. 
The virus is not infectious to humans or other animals and is not related to the covid19 coronavirus.

It is estimated that up to 40 per cent of all household cats carry a virus called Feline Coronavirus (FCoV) and most owners will be unaware of it, as the cats usually remain healthy. Cats can acquire at any time through inadvertent contact with the faeces of infected cats.

In most cats infected with FCoV, it causes no problems, or only short-term mild diarrhoea. However, a small minority of cats can be severely affected by the virus, developing a disease called Feline Infectious Peritonitis (FIP). It is not fully understood why some cats develop FIP, but genetic factors and stress are both thought to play a role.

This is a handout for those Adopting a cat that may potentially be at a slightly higher risk of developing FIP, as it is related to one or more cats or kittens that have developed FIP. Although this cat is highly likely to have been infected with FCoV, as it has been in direct contact with its relative, this does not mean that it will develop FIP – the majority of cats don’t, and it may well live a long and healthy life. 
Unfortunately, there are no tests to tell which cats may develop FIP and which cats won’t.

Most cats will clear the virus themselves, although they can be reinfected with the virus again at any time. However, in a small percentage of cats infected with FCoV, the virus is thought to mutate (change), and this mutated form causes FIP; this can be at any after infection time, from weeks to years.




What is FIP?
FIP is an uncommon, fatal viral disease of cats caused by an infection with a mutated feline coronavirus (FCoV). The disease is most common in young cats (six weeks to two years old).

Why does the FCoV mutate?
Although the mutation theory has not been fully proven, it is thought that mutation from FCoV to an FIP-causing strain depends on a complex relationship between the strain and amount of virus, and the age and immune status of the cat. FIP is most common in young cats. Cats living in multi-cat groups are also more likely to develop disease and susceptibility may be partly inherited in some cats. Research to find out more information about this disease is ongoing.

What are the signs of FIP?
All cats with FIP are unwell; most will have a fever, appear lethargic and go off their food. Cats may look bloated, or they may have difficulty breathing. They may develop disorders of the eyes and/or the nervous system.

How is FIP diagnosed?
FIP is not easy to diagnose. There is no single test we can perform on sick cats that will always confirm or rule out FIP. The only definitive way to diagnose FIP is through the examination of biopsies taken from the cat’s organs, and sadly the disease is often only confirmed at post-mortem.
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