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HYPERTHYROIDISM HANDOUT – Information for owners.


Hyperthyroidism mostly affects older cats (10 years+) but can still sometimes affect cats younger than this.
Hyperthyroidism is when the glands, located in the neck, produce too much of a hormone called thyroxine. Thyroxine’s job is to control metabolism within the body, so if one or both glands are producing too much thyroxine then the cat’s metabolism will be too fast. 

If a cat’s metabolism is too fast, they will become very hungry and eat a lot but still lose weight. Other symptoms of hyperthyroidism can be an increased thirst, vomiting, diarrhoea, a fast heart rate or behavioural changes such as being aggressive or unsettled. 

Because some of these symptoms can affect the cat’s health hyperthyroidism shouldn’t left untreated as the cat can become more unwell. 
The treatment options for hyperthyroidism we have at the rescue centre is either surgery or medication for life. 

Surgery may be performed prior to rehoming if the cat is a suitable candidate. This surgery is called a thyroidectomy, and it is the removal of one of the glands.  If the surgery is successful then the cat won’t need ongoing medication. Because there are two glands producing thyroxine and both can’t be removed, there is a chance that the second gland may also produce too much thyroxine and so there may still be a need for further treatment. 

 If the cat is treated with medication, then this will be for life. The future for this cat will mean regular monitoring at a vets and this may include frequent blood tests to check that the thyroid levels are stable or if medication needs adjusting.  A hyperthyroid cat that receives treatment early enough and responds well could still go on to live to an elderly age.  



If your cat is receiving treatment for hyperthyroidism they can be covered under our part foster scheme. If your cat has had a thyroidectomy and it has been successful then we would consider them treated for this condition and they would not be covered by the scheme. 

Any further questions please do ask the animal care team or contact us. 

Being or previously been treated for hyperthyroidism may or may not affect your pet insurance.  The rescue centre is not able to be responsible for what pet insurance companies will cover. 
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