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ISOSPORA AND GIARDIA - Information for owners.

Your cat or kitten has previously had treatment for coccidial diarrhoea: Isospora and Giardia. 

Giardia is a single celled organism that is treated with an antiparasitic medication. Many different species, including humans have the potential to get giardia. It spreads through infected faeces. 

Symptoms are diarrhoea, vomiting, bloating and with kittens they may struggle to gain much weight. Kittens are more suspectable to giardia compared to adults, however all cats and kittens at the rescue centre, which have been exposed to this, have been treated with Panacur (antiparasitic treatment) before rehoming. 

Isospora is a tiny type of intestinal parasite, called coccidia, that can cause diarrhoea, in kittens and immune-compromised cats, such as breeding female cats.
Virtually all cats become infected with Isospora felis during their life. Cats become infected with this parasite by eating the cyst (thick-walled, egg-like stage) that has been passed in the faeces and has matured in the soil. 

Isospora infections usually cause no problems in adult cats but in infected kittens, can cause diarrhoea which often contains mucous. 
It is a common cause of diarrhoea in more crowded environments like in large litters and in shelters.  

Good sanitation and hygiene will help control coccidia, and the effective treatment is given twice, to ensure it does not recur. 

Isospora of cats cannot cause disease in humans.





There is always a small chance that a kitten will be susceptible to reinfection, but this is less likely as the kitten grows and their immune system develops.
For this reason, we advise affected cats and kittens to go to homes with no existing cats. Though the risk is very small, there is the possibility that another cat, should they be immune suppressed or elderly, for example, could become infected with coccidial diarrhoea.

Previously affected cats & kittens are rehomed with a 6-month temporary “part-foster” for this condition, so that, if in the rare instance it should recur in this time, we can cover the cost of treatment for it, at our designated foster vets. 

Any further questions, please do ask the animal care team, or contact us.

Being or previously been treated for this condition may or may not affect your pet insurance.  The rescue centre is not able to be responsible for what pet insurance companies will cover. 
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