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CAT FLU & FLU CARRIER HANDOUT - information for owners (incl. Calici, Herpes, Chronic Rhinitis and conjunctivitis)
This cat or kitten has been treated for cat flu and may display signs of flu or become a carrier of cat flu.
Cat flu is a term used to describe a group of respiratory viruses that most commonly affect cats and kittens. These viruses are Feline Herpes virus, Calici virus and less commonly, Feline chlamydia virus. 
Symptoms are similar to the common cold and flu, with a high temperature initially,  going off food, sneezing ,nasal discharge and runny eyes. Some strains of Calici virus can cause ulcers in the cat’s mouth, gums or tongue. Herpes and Chlamydia can also cause conjunctivitis and eye infections. Chronic rhinitis can occur when the sinuses have become damaged from chronic inflammation and recurring infections, because of the virus.
Cat flu is common in the cat population and spreads very easily in places like animal shelters and in groups of cats and kittens.
Most healthy cats have some immunity to cat flu, either by vaccination or from previous exposure to the virus and should be able to fight off the virus with minimal or short-lived illness.
For young kittens or some other cats that have no immunity, cat flu can be very serious or potentially life threatening.
Vaccines against cat flu can prevent or reduce severity of the symptoms.
The term “Cat flu carrier” refers to cats that have been treated for flu and either fully recovered, or still have some on going symptoms, such as chronic eye problems, viral gingivitis (Calici) or chronic rhinitis. Cat flu carriers can sometimes spread the virus to susceptible cats, at certain times of stress or illness.
 Our part -foster scheme only covers these cats with ongoing problems.
Any further questions, please do ask the animal care team, or contact us.
Having this condition may or may not affect your pet insurance.  The rescue centre is not able to be responsible for what pet insurance companies will cover. 
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