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MITRAL VALVE DYSPLASIA (HEART VALVE DEFORMITY)- Information for owners.

Mitral valve dysplasia (MVD) is a common, hereditary heart defect in cats that affects the mitral valve. The mitral valve controls the flow of blood from the left atrium to the left ventricle. In MVD, the valve is malformed and leaky.  
This can eventually cause Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (HCM), a thickening of the heart muscle, due to the heart muscle having to work harder. This causes the symptoms of heart failure (see HCM handout).
There are varying degrees of severity, from mild or even undiagnosed, to severe, where the cat cannot survive to adulthood. 
Most cats are diagnosed with an ultrasound heart scan, when a loud heart murmur is heard and investigated.
Adult cats with MVD can live happy and normal lives, with the help of medication and regular monitoring of the heart.  Some cats have a reduced lifespan and may not live as long as other cats, due to the risk of heart failure. 
Common medications used for MVD are beta -blockers, that reduce the load on the heart and sometimes blood-thinners, to prevent blood clots forming.
We provide the veterinary care and treatment of these cats, under our foster-care scheme. They normally require monitoring every 6 months, with a vet check up and repeated heart scans, if required.
Any further questions, please do ask the animal care team, or contact us.
Having this condition may or may not affect your pet insurance.  The rescue centre is not able to be responsible for what pet insurance companies will cover. 
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