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Handout for owners- Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV)

· FIV is a virus which weakens the immune system of infected cats, making them more susceptible to infections and other illnesses. Around 4% of the UK cat population is thought to be carrying FIV, though many will not show any signs of it.

· The virus is spread through deep bite wounds, often from fighting, unneutered male cats. It can also be passed onto kittens, from infected mothers, but interestingly, only about 1/3 of a litter usually becomes infected in this way.

· A blood test can check for antibodies to FIV, which normally means a cat is positive for it. However, cats up to 6 months of age can give false-positive results, as they may still carry their mother’s antibodies to FIV. It is therefore recommended to retest positive FIV kittens after 6 months of age.

· Infected cats can show vague symptoms, such as a fever and lethargy, after initially being infected. They then go on to recover from the symptoms but will carry the virus and may not show signs of it, until later in life, or if they contract other illnesses that they may struggle to recover from. Many cats with FIV can live full life expectancy, providing they are in good health otherwise & don’t contract other illnesses. 

· Common signs of illness in FIV cats can include Chronic gingivitis, non-healing wounds, recurring infections, fever and susceptibility to certain tumours and neurological disorders, in advanced stages of the disease.

· It is recommended to keep FIV cats indoors, to prevent the spread of it to other cats but also to protect them from injuries and illness they may encounter, when free roaming. Preferably, cats should have access to an enclosure outside or a Catio, as they benefit from the mental stimulation and environmental enrichment but still be kept safe.

· FIV cats should be kept up to date with vaccinations and parasite prevention. Prompt veterinary advice and treatment is required for any signs of illness. Insurance companies will not cover illness related to FIV, therefore, we can cover the cost of this, under the foster scheme, provided by our Vets at the shelter. (Please note this does not include out of hours vet’s fees or preventive treatment, such as flea, worming or vaccination)
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