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SKIN ISSUES  - Information for owners.

Some cats are prone to skin issues and sometimes its not always clear why they are. Skin issues can present in many different ways: 

· Overgrooming/scratching excessively 
· Redness/soreness
· Bald patches
· Scabby areas 
· Lumps or oozing areas of skin 

Reasons why some cats may have skin issues include: 

Allergies 
Allergies such as food, fleas or something in the environment e.g. certain grasses. This may make the cat itchy and therefore overgroom resulting in red, scabby, itchy skin. 
To avoid flea allergy skin flare ups regular flea treatment from a vets will be needed. Food allergies may include avoiding certain foods or sticking to a strict diet of the same food. Allergies to the environment may be that a cat even needs to be kept indoors at certain times of year or they may need treatment at certain times of year to treat the flare up. 

Stress 
stress can cause some cats to overgroom which can make the skin red, sore and bald. 
To avoid cats overgrooming due to stress in the environment this may mean that a suitable home is required e.g. quiet, only pet, no children in home. There are supplements you that are non-prescription that you can buy online or from pet shops such as Yumove Calming Care Cat, that will hopefully reduce stress or using pheromone sprays such as Feliway or Pet Remedy sprays or plug ins around your home. 

A Medical Issue 
Some skin issues are secondary to an existing medical issue, such a hormone imbalance, autoimmune issues, infected skin, cancer or an abscess. These types of skin issues will likely be under the vets care and may be covered by our part foster scheme. They may be receiving treatment such as steroids, pain relief, antibiotics. These medications are prescription only so it is likely that your cat will require more regular vet trips and monitoring by the vet if they are being treated for a medical condition. 

Acne 
Cats can get skin acne on their chin, it looks like black specs around the chin area but can become a little red and lumpy looking.  It often resolves on its own or once treated by a vet but they may be more prone to have it reoccur. Chin acne can be caused by not washing food bowls daily or by feeding them with a plastic bowl that can harbour bacteria. The treatment is often just cleaning the chin with a suitable antibacterial skin cleaner but there is a chance that further treatment from a vet is required. It can be prevented by only feeding them using a clean, ceramic or metal bowl/plate.  

Depending on the skin issue with your cat and its severity your cat may or may not be covered under our part foster scheme, this will be assessed on an individual basis. 

Any further questions, please do ask the animal care team, or contact us.
Being or previously been treated for this condition may or may not affect your pet insurance.  The rescue centre is not able to be responsible for what pet insurance companies will cover. 
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